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IT TAKES A COMMUNITY TO 
RAISE A READER 

EVERY CHILD’S COMMUNITY IS DIFFERENT



WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO GROW 
A LIFELONG READER?



A PARENT WHO READS FROM 
THE START…

WITH DELIGHT AND JOY



ACCESS TO BOOKS



LIBRARIANS AND TEACHERS WHO ARE 
BUZZED ABOUT READING



PEOPLE WHO 
KNOW  HOW 
TO OFFER THE 
RIGHT HELP AT 
THE RIGHT 
TIME



FINDING THE RIGHT BOOK AT THE RIGHT 
TIME MAKES READING A MAGICAL 

EXPERIENCE



So how do we help children find 
those magical books?



The GoReaderGo Reading Continuum



NEWBORN 
BIRTH-4 MONTHS

• Speak, read, sing, chant and rhyme every day  
• From day one, they are beginning to understand language 
• Limited field of vision is 8-12” for the first four months 
• Loved ones’ voices are soothing to newborns  

Key Points



• Black & white illustrations that may have contrasting color accents 
• Lullabies and nursery rhymes 
• Books with rhythm and rhyme are soothing 
• Anything read with a loving voice and a baby held close 

Great Books for Newborns



• Every interaction develops language 
• Limited attention span  
• Field of vision continues to develop 
•  Infants love lifting flaps, feeling textures and turning   
 pages 

•  Begin to associate books with pleasure

INFANT 
4-12 MONTHS

Key Points 



Great Books for Infants 

•  Bright, simple pictures 
•  Familiar  characters, activities and 

  objects 
•  Rhythm, rhyme and repetition 
•  Sturdy books that encourage interaction 
•  Books that are simple, short or adapted 

for infants



• Read, sing and talk with your toddler every day 
•  This develops both receptive and expressive 

language 
• Reading builds vocabulary 
• Regular reading establish the connection 

between reading, learning and pleasure 

TODDLER 
1-3 YEARS

Key Points



Great Books for Toddlers 

• Sturdy, interactive books 
• Concept books 
• Rhyme, rhythm and repetition 
• Encourage movement  and cross-body activities 
• Books on any topic of interest



• Interest expands and includes stories, nonfiction and 
poetry 

• Preschoolers love reading activities with movement, 
rhythm and rhyme  

• Illustrations are important 
• Reread favorite books

PRESCHOOL 
3-5 YEARS

Key Points

























• Beginners grow by hearing proficient readers  
• Pictures are very important 
• Books tend to reflect familiar characters, settings and conflicts 
• Series books build confidence 

BEGINNER 
5-8 YEARS

• Beginners are building a bank of strategies  
Key Points





























For Beginners

•  Can I read most of the words? 
•  Am I interested in the story or topic? 
•  Do I understand what I’m reading?

Finding “Just-Right” Books



• Children become independent readers 
• New genres are explored 
• Choosing a just-right book is important  
• Growing readers learn so much from hearing books read to them 
• Elementary readers need support at home and school 

ELEMENTARY 
8-11 YEARS

Key Points



The Five Finger Rule



The Five-Finger Rule 

1.  Choose a full page of text. Make a fist and begin reading. 

2.  Every time the reader comes to an unknown word on the 

page, stick out one finger. (If an unknown word appears 

more than once, don’t count it again.) 

3.  If five fingers stick out—STOP! The book is too hard. 

4.  If fewer than five fingers stick out by the end of the page, 

the book is “just-right.”  (This correlates with 95% accuracy 

for independent reading.) 



























helen@goreadergo.com 
katrina@goreadergo.com 

Q&A

mailto:helen@goreadergo.com
mailto:katrina@goreadergo.com

